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An Insurgent Christianity 


The awakening of a great part of the world, and its new consciousness 
of its adult status, make it more important than ever to release the 
Christian faith itself from that large fringe of associated ideas and 
prejudices which are largely the result of its Western history. The 
revolutionary character of the present world situation does not call 
for the kind of Christianity which in a settled world associates itself 
with the defense of the existing order. It calls for the other kind of 
Christianity, the insurgent type, which goes back to first principles 
and measures the present order of things against these. . . . Men have 
fought in the name of justice for the rights of property, but in the 
course of time the operation of love has revised the rights of property 
themselves—revised amongst human beings, the actual conception of 
what is just. . . . While we are proclaiming our rights, and insisting 
upon their fairness in the eyes of the law, the outside world is calling 
upon us to revise our notion of what is right, our conception of justice 
itself. In the days when we were the rising powers, both England and 
America called on the defenders of the status quo to make just this 
kind of revision. .. . Even when we feel ourselves to be just and fair, 
we are being called upon to revise the very standards on which we were 
brought up, the very standards by which justice is measured.—HEr- 
BERT BUTTERFIELD in International Conflict in the Twentieth Century, 


A Christian View, for May 11 publication by Harper & Bros., New 
York. 











Letters to the Editors 





“Contact” Not Necessarily “Contacts” 





. . 
Seminary Choice 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

It was with particular interest that I 
read the letter from John N. Fain of At- 
lanta in the March 28 OuTLooK. I believe 
that Mr. Fain has missed the real thrust 
of the General Assembly’s Committee on 
the Minister and His Work in the state- 
ment regarding seminaries “outside the 
fold.” (At least I hope he has.) 

The greatest value in attending a de- 
nominational seminary lies in the very 
fact of “contact” with your church; this 
does not necessarily imply “contacts.” We 
are finding more and more that the life 
of the seminary is cut off from the on- 
going life of the church, both in the minds 
of congregations and of the seminaries 
themselves. The greatest value in a de- 
nominational seminary lies in the doctrine 
and understanding of the church as a 
whole, as a unity within its stained-glass 
windows, segregated (what a poor choice 
of words) from the life of the whole 
church, any more than the church itself 
can hide from the world within the safety 
of its walls. 

The threat of the non-denominational 
seminaries is that they fail to grasp the 
real dimension of the church of Jesus 
Christ, no matter how excellent their 
critical and theological study. Now, of 
course, we would hope for a combination 
of both, and I suppose that this is where 
the denomination as a whole must feel a 
real and new responsibility, including fi- 
nancial, for its seminaries. 

But through this all I suppose that I 
must admit to being some sort of hypo- 
crite, being a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and having traveled in a 
wayward land for the last three years. 
But I plead mercy on the grounds of my 
defense of the denominational seminary. 
and that this “Northern” branch is at 
least a fairly good copy of my own church! 
By the way, I suppose that Mr. Fain’s 
“contacts” are still valid; in July I will 
become pastor of a Presbyterian, U.S., 
Church in Texas. 

Thank you very much, and thank you 
also for Tuk OUTLOOK. It is deeply appre- 
ciated on this campus. 

Boyp SCHLENTHER. 
San Francisco Theological Seminary, 


. 


San Anselmo, Calif. 


On Civil Disobedience 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

There are two ideas in the recent racial 
demonstrations which seem to me to be 
very dangerous. One is the principle of 
“civil disobedience.” If this means only 
that individuals have the right to demon- 
strate peacefully and legally to drama- 
tize a cause, that is one thing. If, how- 
ever, it means that one has the right to 
violate the law and disobey civil authority 
when it is not to his liking or conviction. 
that is another. The latter can lead to 
chaos and confusion and anarchy. 

Closely allied with the principle of 
“civil disobedience” is the idea that the 
end justifies the means. Your issue of 
April 4 quotes the Vanderbilt Divinity 
students as “defending the principle of 
civil disobedience when the end is justice, 
freedom, and honor for men.” It has al- 
ways been my conviction that our means 
were as much under the judgment of God 


as our ends. As an able Negro lawyer 
who was sympathetic with the sit-ins 
pointed out in an inter-racial meeting here 
the other night, it was just such ideas as 
these which give rise to the Ku Klux Klan 
after the Civil War. It is also a part of 
Roman Catholic practice which we have 
deplored. 

When we urge men to disobey civil au- 
thority because we think we have a worthy 
aim, we are inviting all who think their 
aims worthy to do likewise. I am in great 
sympathy with and have tried to work in 
the movement seeking human dignity for 
all citizens. But have we exhausted all 
avenues short of insurrection? Are we 
trying to bring our dreams to fulfillment 
so fast that we abandon God’s means for 
men’s? Many of us who are vitally con- 
cerned about securing human rights for 
all are doing much soul-searching in re- 
gard to the principle of “civil disobe- 
dience.” 

Davis THOMAS. 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

NOTE—This question presents real dif- 
ficulties for many people. It may be profit- 
able in studying it to consider also the 
fact that the laws in question have not yet 
been tested at the highest level and that 
at some levels they have been overruled. 
The question arises as to how else may 
punitive or repressive laws be tested? It 
may be well to review the course that led 
to freedom to preach the gospel in this 
country when existing laws prohibited this 
except for ministers of the established 
church. The witness of Bishop Dibelius in 
relationship to the East German govern- 
ment today is, of course, widely discussed. 
Then, there was the Resistance Movement 
of World War II.—Ed. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U. S., UPUSA and 
A. R. Presbyterians 





WISH TO EXCHANGE 

Savannah, Mo., First ch, 75 mbs, 2-4 Aug. 
Sundays, 1 svs; near St. Joseph and K. C. 
Manse excge. Prefer S'west. Wm, F. Repis- 
ehlager, 202 S. 6th, Savannah, Mo. 

Buhl, Idaho, 350 mbs, new ch, 1 svs, near 
Sun Valley, fishing, golf. 4000 ft. high; 
June, July, or Aug. Prefer western states. 
John N. Macintosh, 712 12th Ave., N, Buhl, 
Idaho. 

Port Neches, Texas, Trinity ch, 300 mbs, 
1 svs, July or Aug. Prefer Detroit, Chicago 
or Fla. Honorarium. Manse excg optional 
(4 bedrooms, attic fan, 2 baths), bordering 
river, public park, public swimming pool. 
Raymond G. Wickersham, Box 185, Port 
Neches, Texas. 

Washington, D. C., Sargent Mem’'l, 420 
mbs, Negro congregation, 1 svs, August, 
Everett A. Hewlett, Grant St. at 5ist, N.E., 
Washington 19, D. C. 

St. Petersburg, Fla., manse excg with 
minister in commuting distance of Union 
or Columbia Seminary, Massanetta or Mon- 
treat. Wish Aug. preaching as supply; no 
preaching responsibilities here but supply 
preaching if desired. Home near beaches. 
J. Hoge Smith, Jr.. Drawer P, St. Peters- 
burg 31, Fla. 


SUPPLY 

Wagoner, Okla. Ist ch, 100 mbs. Need 
supply and can supply pulpits, July 10, 17, 
1 svs. resort town, eastern Okla., near Se- 
quoyah State Park. Prefer Colo. William 
Lawrence, Wagoner, Okla. 


WISH TO SUPPLY 

In Asheville or Holston Presbyteries, 3 
Aug. Sundays. Hugh D. Pollard, Box 607, 
Joanna, 8S. C. 

Durham, N.C., Sept. 4, Charles N. Pickell, 
Park & Vernon St., Newton 58, Mass. 


LEWIS & CLARK ELECTS 
HOWARD AS PRESIDENT 


John R. Howard, acting president of 
Lake Forest College (Ill.), has been 
named president of Lewis and Clark Col- 
lege, Portland, Ore., effective August 1, 
succeeding Morgan S. Odell who will 
retire in July. 

Mr. Howard has been Lake Forest's 
vice president for business and finance, 
directing a 15-year expansion program. 

The new president at Lake Forest is 
to be William Graham Cole of Williams 


College. 


PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 











NOTE—U. S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); UPUSA to the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC, to 
the National Council of Churches; WCC, to 
the World Council of Churches. 


MAY, 1960 
Hymn-of-the-Month (U. S.), New Every 
Morning Is Thy Love, Hymnbook 45. 
May 1-31, Church Extension Season (U.S.). 

May 1-8, National Family Week (NCC). 

May 3-5, Joint Conf. NCC Dept. of Church 
Building and the Church Architectural 
Guild of America, Minneapolis. 

May 4, Board of Managers, Dept. of Evan- 
gelism, NCC, New York. 

May 4, Annual Meeting, United Board for 
Christian Higher Education in Asia, 
New York. 

May 6, May Fellowship Day, United 
Church Women. 

May 6-8, Annual Conf., Laymen’s Move- 
ment for a Christian World, Rye, N. Y. 

May 8, Pensions Sunday, UPUSA. 

May 16-17, Pre-Assembly Conference on 
Evangelism, UPUSA, Cleveland. 

May 18-25, 172nd General Assembly, UP- 
USA, Cleveland. 

May 22, Rural Life Sunday, NCC. 

May 22-28, Soil Stewardship Week (Natl. 
Assn. of Soil Conservation Districts). 

May 30, Memorial Day. 


JUNE, 1960 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), All Beautiful 
the March of Days, Hymnbook 96. 

June emphasis (U.S.), General Fund Agen- 
cies. 

June 1-2, NCC General Board, New York. 

June 5, Pentecost (Whitsunday). Mon- 
treat Sunday (U.S.). Christian Unity 
Sunday, WCC. 

June 5-10, Church Conf. on Social Work, 
NCC, Atlantic City, N. J. 

June 12-18, Rocky Mountain Conf., Com- 
mission on Missionary Education, NCC, 
Estes Park, Colo. 

June 17-21, WCC Faith and Order, Theo- 
logical Commission on Christ and the 
Church (American Section), New Ha- 
ven, Conn. 

June 19, Japan International Christian 
University Sunday. 

June 19-24, S’west Conf. on the Christian 
World Mission, NCC, Fayetteville, Ark. 

June 19-25, Association of Council Secre- 
taries, NCC, Lake Geneva, Wis. 

June 23-27, Medical Missionary Contf., 
Christian Medical Council, NCC, New 
York. 

June 23-July 1, Missionary Training Conf., 
NCC, Meadville, Pa. 

June 26-July 3, Baptist World Alliance, 
Rio de Janeiro. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlvok Publishers 


Inc., 512 East Main Street, Richmond 139, 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


e A SIX-MONTHS EXTENSION of World 
Refugee Year, scheduled to end in June, 
is being urged by Elfan Rees, a World 
Council of Churches secretary of the com- 
mission of the churches on International 
Affairs... . @ THE WISCONSIN COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHEs has strongly reaffirmed its 
“confidence” in the National Council of 
Churches and denounced “apostles of dis- 
cord in this country who, while calling 
themselves Christians and claiming to 
fight Communism, aid its objectives by 
the ready use of its methods.”. ... @ 
James E. WAGNER, co-president of the 
United Church of Christ and the vice- 
president of the World Alliance of Re- 
formed and Presbyterian Churches, has 
declared that world-wide Christian bodies 
cannot condone South Africa Dutch Re- 
formed Church’s continued support of 
apartheid policies. He declared, “The 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church 
in the Cape Province is out of step with 
the clearest convictions of the Christian 
religion of our time.”. . . e MAuvrRICcE F. 
McCrackin, Presbyterian minister of 
Cincinnati, has served notice that again 
he will not pay 80% of his income taxes, 
declaring that this amount of Federal rev- 
enue is used for activities connected with 
war preparation. Last year the 54-year- 
old minister served a six-months prison 
sentence for income-tax evasion. He has 
refused to pay part of his Federal income 
tax for the past twelve years. ... @ PrEs- 
IDENT HENRY P. VAN DuseEN of Union 
Theological Seminary, N. Y., will be one 
of three men receiving the Universal 
Brotherhood Award for 1960 by the Jew- 
ish Theological Seminary of America... . 
e IN Lovutsv1LLE, Ky., members of an 
interreligious Citizen’s Committee for 
Sunday Closing have decided “to take 
legal action to enforce the law against 
operating Sunday business.”. .. e BILLy 
GraHam is to be invited to New England 
for a series of meetings in Boston and 
elsewhere in the fall of 1962....¢ THE 
ORANGE Bowt Easter sunrise pageant in 
Miami, Fla., attracting the largest at- 
tendance of any such service in the nation 
for the past several years, may not be 
continued because of scant financial sup- 
port. Presbyterian V. Neil Wyrick, au- 
thor-director of the pageant, reported that 
50,000 persons witnessing the two per- 
formances this year contributed an aver- 
age of less than 10¢ each, with $4,100 
total contributions, falling $2,000 short 
of the cost of production. 











BLAKE SAYS CHURCHES SHOULD 
SUPPORT PEACEFUL EFFORTS 


ROCHESTER, N.Y. (rNs)—Christian 
churches in this country must take the 
position of supporting all peaceful efforts 
by racial minorities to win proper respect 
and status, the chief executive of the 
United Presbyerian Church, USA, de- 
clared here. Otherwise, said Eugene Car- 
son Blake, Americans have no right to 
criticize South African churches for their 
general failure to speak out against the 
government’s policy of racial segregation. 

Dr. Blake, the General Assembly’s 
stated clerk, advised that “the gospel 
requires us everywhere as Christians to 
stand for a non-segregated society . . 
even to the point of supporting technical 
violation of the law when the law stands 
in the way of the right.” 


Ineffective Churches 

The corporate Christian church in the 
United States, he asserted, has been as 
ineffective in regard to the sit-in move- 
ment in the South as the church in South 
Africa, which is faced with an “even 
deeper crisis.” 

Delivering the Rauschenbusch Lecture 
at the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 
Dr. Blake observed that “the record will 
show that churches and preachers have 


usually been at their best when they have 
dared to speak out against all human 
premises as they believed God wanted 
them to speak.” 

“Just now,” he said, “because of the 
virulence of the attacks upon the National 
Council of Churches especially in the 
South and Southwest, it may be under- 
stood why it has not taken its accustomed 
leadership in speaking the conscience of 
the Christian church with reference to 
the lunch counter demonstrations in the 
South. . We must say nothing that 
sounds arrogant and which does not rec- 
ognize the real difficulties of the store 
managers as well as of the Negro stu- 
dents. 

“But allowing for all of this, I am afraid 
that in connection with the lunch counter 
business, the corporate Christian church 
in the United States has not done much 
better than the corporate Christian Church 
in South Africa.” 


Reason: Fear 

Speaking on “The Moral Responsi- 
bility of the Church in a Secular So- 
ciety,” Dr. Blake attributed much of this 
“failure” of both corporate church bodies 
to fear. As for the situation in South 
Africa, he said, many church officials 





BOGGS, LYNN, RUSSELL 
TALKED FOR MODERATOR 


Possible nominees for moderator dis- 
cussed prior to the Jacksonville Assembly 
included three ministers, all pastors— 
Boggs, Lynn and Russell (to be alpha- 
betical). 

Marion A. Boggs, 65, has been pastor 
of Second church, Little Rock, Ark., for 
20 years. 

R. Matthew Lynn, 56, has been pastor 
of the First church, Midland, Texas, 
since 1947. 

Henry Edward (Jeb) Russell, 50, was 
pastor of Trinity church, Montgomery, 
Ala., before going last year to the Second 
church, Memphis, Tenn. 

Dr. Boggs is to be nominated by Sam- 
uel Burney Hay, Tuscaloosa, Ala., and 
J. Randolph Taylor, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Lynn will be nominated by Law- 
rence I. Stell, Charlotte, N. C., and Hu- 
bert H. Hopper, Dallas, Texas. 

Dr. Russell will be nominated by M. 
Graham Clark, Jr., Point Lookout, Mo., 
and a second speaker to be named. 


U. S. & UPUSA 


UNION EFFORT BEGINS 
AT PRESBYTERY LEVEL 


Although efforts looking toward a con- 
solidation of efforts among United Pres- 
byterians, USA, and Presbyterians, U. S., 
in Texas were stalemated last year, there 
are indications that the issue is not dead 
and is arising from other levels. 

Since committees of the two synods 
were unable to develop a suitable plan 
of cooperation, the U. S. Presbytery of 
Central Texas has appointed a commit- 
tee to investigate the possibilities of 
united efforts within that area. The cor- 
responding USA presbytery is called 
Brazos. 

A resolution points to “many areas of 
program, organization and work for co- 
operation for mutual benefit, and joint 
planning” which, it is said, “would be 
profitable to both churches and the ad- 
vancement of Christ’s kingdom.” 

It is expected that a possible course of 
action may be recommended at the June 
meeting of the presbytery. 








fear that their congregations will be di- 
vided and weakened if any stand is taken 
against the policy of the government; oth- 
ers fear that for the church to meddle in 
politics will lead it away from its true 
vocation and duty. 

“Allowing fully for the differences in 
our situation from theirs,”’ he asked, “‘is 
it not true that the reason our churches 
are hesitant to plunge into the moral 
dilemmas of our nation is our fear?” He 
added: 

“Do not our hesitations arise from fear 
that our comfortable way of life may be 
upset, that our congregations will be di- 
vided if we apply the gospel in the social, 
economic, and political areas of life, that 
other churches will make ecclesiastical 
hay at our expense if we espouse unpop- 
ular positions, and that our church voca- 
tion will be distorted if we get into this 
political business when we ought to be 
chiefly concerned about individual repent- 
ance, conversion, and salvation?” 


“ 


I do not suppose we can be entirely 
freed from our fears,” he said, “but I 
do know that love casts out fear, and 
that the recognition of our fears will keep 
us from the easy rationalization of our 
sins and shortcomings that is character- 
istic of all churches everywhere.” If the 
corporate church is to speak effectively, 
he said, it must, like the individual 
preacher, win the attention and confidence 
of the people from positions that are 
“soundly based theologically and Bib- 
lically.” 


Air Force Manual 

Scoring the “false and scandalous 
charges” of Communist infiltration lev- 
eled against the National Council of 
Churches in the now-withdrawn Air 
Force manual, Dr. Blake said that the 
council’s ten years of existence have not 
been sufficient to win much confidence. 





DAVIDSON STUDENTS FIND CHURCH © 
CLOSED TO SIT-IN DISCUSSION 


Davidson College, a Presbyterian in- 
stitution for men in North Carolina, has 
appeared in the news again in connection 
with phases of the race issue. Trustees 
recently put aside a student request for 
a study of the possibility of admitting 
qualified Negro students (OvuTLOOK, 
March 7). 

Now, with the wave of student demon- 
strations protesting segregation across the 
country, individuals and groups on the 
Davidson campus felt that a formal meet- 
ing should be scheduled for a discussion 
of the situation. Leadership was taken by 
Westminster Fellowship officers, chiefly 
Henry Shue, program chairman. Plans 
were made to meet with students from 
nearby Johnson C. Smith University in 
Charlotte, N. C., a Negro institution, to 
discuss phases of the protests. The first 
meeting was postponed because of a heavy 
snowfall. The second was stopped by a 
6-5 vote by the session of the Davidson 
College (Presbyterian ) church. 

Joint meetings had been held in the 
church on previous occasions with other 
racial groups, and permission for the 
planned discussion was considered rou- 
tine—until the session’s action was taken. 

It was explained that permission was 
denied by the elders because of appre- 
hension lest the church be used as a 
sounding board for propaganda. 

When use of the church was denied, a 
request went to President D. Grier Mar- 
tin of the college for use of College 
Union facilities. This was declined be- 
cause, he said, he felt the college should 
not be put in a position of direct oppo- 
sition to the church. 


Professors’ Homes 
Although five professors offered the 
use of their homes for the meeting, WF 


4 


leaders insisted that it must be held on 
the campus if possible in order to attract 
the widest possible participation and to 
avoid the appearance of a rally. 

WF leaders then retired from the scene 
in favor of the college YMCA, which 
received President Martin’s permission to 
sponsor the program in the College Union. 

Students planned not only a joint pro- 
gram with Johnson C. Smith participants, 
but also they made sure that opponents 
as well as supporters of the demonstra- 
tions would be heard. 

The pastor of the college church, Sam- 
uel W. Newell, Jr., said he could not 
recall any previous occasion when the 
session had denied permission to hold 
meetings attended by both races. 


Students Protest 

The retiring officers of the WF, along 
with its new president-elect, wrote letters 
to the session expressing disappointment 
and regret over its action and other stu- 
dents were reported to be writing in sim- 
ilar terms. 

“It is a pretty basic question of wheth- 
er the Christian church is going to try 
to handle hot social, economic and po- 
litical questions, or whether it will draw 
a line between the secular and the sacred 
and leave those interested in the secular 
to figure out their own answers,” said 
Henry Shue. 

“Tt is a question of whether the Chris- 
tian faith is big enough to handle all of 
life,” he said. “The WF Council does 
not feel it was wrong. We sincerely feel 
it was something a group of college stu- 
dents should do.” 

The college paper printed an editorial 
taking the session to task because of its 
action (see page 8). 

Henry Shue has been elected president 
of the student body. . 





“Too many of its constituents still fai} 
to realize,” he said, “that the National 
Council of Churches is their council and 
that when it is slandered or attacked their 
Protestant corporate witness is being 
challenged and weakened.” 

He said the original source of charges 
in the manual made against the council 
stems from “fa small group of maverick 
Protestants who can be shown to have 
bias, to have ulterior motives in weaken- 
ing the Protestant churches and their 
councils, and to be entirely irresponsible 
with the truth.” 


Dr. Blake defended the reluctance of 
some churchmen to appear before the 
House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities to denounce attacks against the 
council. Describing some of the activities 
of the committee itself as “clearly un- 
American,” Dr. Blake mentioned “the 
reliance on evidence that is obviously 
biased, the regular confusion of allega- 
tions with proved facts, and the reversal 
of the customary procedure in law where- 
in an accused person is presumed inno- 
cent until he is proved guilty.” 





Dr. Harris Sr. Rodriguez 


Fraternal Delegates Named 

Fraternal delegates named by other 
bodies to appear before the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Assembly in Jacksonville 
include the following: 

NATIONAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 
Mexico—Sr. Carlos R. Rodriguez, treas- 
urer of the General Assembly. 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN, USA — W. 
Glenn Harris, First church, Birmingham, 
Mich. 

A. R. PRESBYTERIAN—Dean L. M. Al- 
lison of Erskine Theological Seminary, 
Due West, S. C. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES— 
Wilbur C. Parry, assistant general secre- 
tary for executive operations. 





Dean Allison 


Dr. Parry 
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REPORT TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


HE moderator of the General As- 

sembly is historically the officer who 
presides over the deliberations of the 
Assembly and who carries out such other 
duties, ceremonial or appointive for the 
most part, as it may assign him. In re- 
cent years more has come to be expected 
of the moderator. He travels widely 
through the church. He is invited to 
speak before a variety of gatherings. He 
is pressed for an opinion on a multitude 
of subjects. He is quoted, more or less 
accurately, in and out of context, by the 
newspapers. He is consulted, advised, 
admonished, and blamed; but treated 
generally with a courtesy, a consideration 
and a deference which might lead one 
to overlook his natural limitations, if 
mercifully his term of office were not 
limited to a period of twelve months. 


60,000 Miles 


In the fulfillment of my duties, I have 
traveled this year approximately 60,000 
miles. Six weeks I was in Brazil, attend- 
ing a meeting of the North Brazil Mis- 
sion, visiting preaching points, churches, 
and schools, participating in the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches Through- 
out the World Holding the Presbyterian 
Order, and representing the General As- 
sembly at the Centennial observance of 
Presbyterianism in Brazil. On invitation 
I visited and addressed the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Mexico. In addition to numerous briefer 
excursions through the year, I drove for 
three months with my wife through the 
South, visiting each of our sixteen synods, 
speaking almost daily, often two or three 
times and occasionally even four times 
a day. 

I have spoken, or will speak, at all of 
our theological seminaries and at four 
others outside the borders of our General 
Assembly. I have visited twenty-two oth- 
er institutions of higher learning, in- 
cluding all but five of those related to 
our own church, and have spoken to the 
students and faculty of most. I have 
preached practically every Sunday. I have 
addressed synods, presbyteries, gather- 
ings of men, women, young people and 
Presbyterians generally representing a 
church, a district, a presbytery, or a 
synod. I have given radio addresses, 
talked over long-distance telephone hook- 
ups, and appeared occasionally and brief- 
ly on television. I have attended a con- 
ference in Washington, being briefed by 
the President and by members of the State 
Department. 

I have visited the headquarters and 
conferred with officials of the National 
Council of Churches, and spent a morn- 
ing with the administrative heads of the 
DR. THOMPSON prepared this report for the 
General Assembly for presentation at the 


close of his term as moderator, as is required 
by Assembly procedure. 
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United Presbyterian Church, USA, speak- 
ing later at a luncheon given in honor 
of the moderators of the two Presbyterian 
Assemblies to a large and representative 
group of leaders in and about New York 
City. I have met with individual leaders 
of the A.R. and Cumberland Presbyterian 
Churches. 

Numerous invitations, of course, I have 
been compelled to decline. A number of 
these were graciously accepted at my re- 
quest by former moderators of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. One of the most important 
of these was the invitation to share in 
the annual Communion service held at 
the National Presbyterian Church in 
Washington and attended by President 
Eisenhower and other Presbyterians high 
in the government service. Our church 
was represented there by former modera- 
tor Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson. 

The increasing calls for the modera- 
tor’s service have rendered the provisions 
adopted by the General Assembly (see 
General Assembly Minutes, 1959, p. 175) 
somewhat unrealistic. Only through the 
generosity of the institution at which I 
teach have I been free to accept the en- 
gagements open to me. It would be well, 
in my judgment, if the whole question 
were reconsidered and some new pro- 
cedures were adopted whereby the moder- 
ator of the General Assembly could be 
used to the best advantage of the entire 
church, at home and abroad. 


Church’s Growth 


I have been impressed this year by the 
continued growth of our church. We are 
not growing so rapidly as many of the 
newer sects, as rapidly as the Mormon 
church, which is now planting its stakes 
in most of our southern cities, or as the 
Southern Baptist Convention, which a 
generation ago won the countryside from 
which most of our population increase is 
derived; but we are growing more rapidly 
than most of the older and more mature 
churches in America. Evidence of this 
growth is seen on every hand. New build- 
ings are being erected and old structures 
are being renovated. Most of the newer 
structures follow conventional forms of 
architecture. A few, however, have made 
excellent use of contemporary forms. 

The hurried and precipitate retreat of 
downtown churches to the suburbs seems 
to have been halted. Many of our great 
downtown churches are erecting plants 
which will hold them to their communities 
and enable them to serve the people in 
their neighborhood and more distant 
points for many years to come. The great 
bulk of our increase, however, comes from 
the newer churches being erected in the 
suburbs. We are building now with far 
wiser strategy than a few years ago. The 
most successful churches are those plant- 


ed after a careful survey has been made 
and adequate help has been given, finan- 
cially and otherwise, by presbyteries, and 
by neighboring churches and pastors. It 
must be recognized, however, that due to 
lack of funds or of foresight we are fail- 
ing to enter scores of communities where 
churches are needed, and where, in a few 
years, a self-supporting Presbyterian 
church could be developed. 

Fifty per cent or more of the people 
now entering our growing suburban 
churches come from non-Presbyterian 
backgrounds, which means that they need, 
and generally welcome, training in Pres- 
byterian practice and belief. The vast 
majority come from middle and upper- 
income brackets, from the white-collar 
business and professional classes, with a 
high percentage of high school and col- 
lege graduates. We have not been so suc- 
cessful in reaching industrial workers and 
those in the lower-income brackets. With 
some notable exceptions we have made 
very little effort to reach this important 
and growing segment of our population. 
We have not been overly successful either 
in ministering to the growing number of 
Presbyterian students in our state institu- 
tions, and this in spite of improved facili- 
ties and a corps of able and dedicated 
men and women who are devoting them- 
selves to a campus ministry. There is 
need here for closer cooperation between 
home pastor and the church and student 
center on the campus. 


The Church Abroad 


The growth of our church at home is 
paralleled, if not surpassed, by the growth 
of our missionary enterprise overseas. 
This is evidenced not only by the growth 
of our missions per se, but even more by 
the growth of the national churches to 
whose growth our missions continue to 
contribute. This growth has been drama- 
tized this past year by the centennial 
observance held in Japan and Brazil and 
by the formation of an autonomous, self- 
governing ecclesiastical body in the Con- 
go (the “Church of Christ in the Kasai”). 
Along with the encouragement afforded 
by these spectacular events have come oth- 
er developments which reveal the need for 
the highest degree of wisdom and under- 
standing on the part of Board, missions, 
and Presbyterians generally—the schism, 
only partially healed, in the Presbyterian 
Church of Korea; tribal rivalry affecting 
our newly-organized church in the Congo; 
and the debate in the Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico regarding the relation of church 
and mission. The request of our sister 
Assembly in this latter land, we may 
assume, will meet with a hearty response 
from our own General Assembly. 


As I have traveled through the church, 
I have been impressed not only by its 
growth, but also by its educational ad- 
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vance. That is evidenced among other 
ways by the erection of educational build- 
ings and, more significantly, by the in- 
creased attention given to adult education; 
to the training of officers, to the instruc- 
tion of new members coming into the 
church, to the organization of elective 
classes in the form of special study 
groups, on Sunday morning, afternoon or 
evening, on week nights, in private homes 
and at the church, under the leadership 
of the minister and of qualified laymen 
who take their responsibilities seriously. 

Of basic importance here is the ap- 
pearance of the Layman’s Bible Com- 
mentary (published by the John Knox 
Press), whose first two volumes, /ntro- 
duction to the Bible and Genesis, are 
being widely studied this year in our 
churches. Church libraries, stocked and 
kept up-to-date by purchases of current 
volumes of scholarly competence and used 
increasingly by Bible teachers and others, 
are more widely in evidence than ever 
before. In these and other ways serious 
Bible study, at a more mature level than 
that which has hitherto prevailed, is being 
encouraged and carried on in our church. 
As a consequence, there is reason for 
hope that we shall have congregations 
better instructed and more spiritually 
literate than we have had for many gen- 
erations. 

Of interest here are the plans now be- 
ing made for one or more lay schools of 
theology at Montreat. This growing em- 
phasis on adult education can be expected 
to receive reinforcement by the comple- 
tion of the new curriculum now in proc- 
ess of preparation by the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, which will indeed breathe 
new vitality into our educational program 
as a whole. 

There has been educational advance 
not only in the local church, but also in 
our institutions of higher learning. The 
formation of two new colleges in recent 
years, one in North Carolina and the 
other in Florida, is a heartening event. 
A few of our older colleges have received 
endowments and have developed pro- 
grams that have won national recognition. 
Almost all have added to their educational 
facilities in recent years and are facing 
the future with new hopes and with chal- 
lenging programs of advance. It should 
be recognized, however, that despite what 
has been accomplished, much more needs 
to be done. The Presbyterian Church has 
not yet recovered the position of educa- 
tional leadership which it held without 
serious challenge for so many generations. 
At the present time and in spite of recent 
gains, we do not support our educational 
institutions as generously as do other 
denominations whose educational interest 
is of more recent development. 

The theological seminaries of our 
church, along with the Presbyterian 
School of Christian Education, are more 
strongly manned and supported than ever 
before in our history. Of special interest 
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this past year is the success of the finan- 
cial campaign waged by Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary and the imminent re- 
moval of Louisville Theological Seminary 
to a new and more beautiful location, 
with buildings and equipment to match. 
Union and Austin Theological Seminar- 
ies have ambitious plans in the offing. In 
a recent pamphlet, Dr. Hunter B. Blake- 
ly has emphasized anew the continuing 
claims which these important institutions 
have upon the interest of the church. 


Laymen and the Church 

I have been greatly impressed this year 
by the increasing interest of laymen in 
the work of the church, by the number 
of laymen who have entered the full-time 
service of the church, often at a great 
financial sacrifice; by the growing readi- 
ness of laymen to serve the church in their 
vocations and to give money and effort 
to the specialized work of the church; by 
the growing recognition of the laymen’s 
place in the church, the growing recog- 
nition that laymen are indeed, along with 
the ministers, the people of God. This 
may prove to be the most important move- 
ment now taking place in the life of the 
church. It is more significant in that it 
is a movement not confined to our own 
denomination, but actually one that is 
worldwide in its dimensions, a movement 
whose roots run far back into the life of 
the church, but whose growth has been 
stimulated by a more serious study of 
the Bible and of the growing recognition 
that only by such a ministry can the gos- 
pel be brought to bear upon many aspects 
of our modern life. 

In this connection we may congratulate 
ourselves on the men and women, min- 
isters and laymen, who in recent years 
have accepted places of leadership in the 
church. Of a special significance this 
past year is the drafting of C. Grier Davis 
as president of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation, under whose capable leadership 
Montreat and its institutions may be ex- 
pected to serve the church more widely 
than ever before; the election of Miss 
Evelyn Green, who has served the Women 
of the Church so well in years past, to 
the important post of secretary of the 
Board of Women’s Work; the assumption 
of the enlarged and highly important re- 
sponsibilities of the office of Stated Clerk 
by James A. Millard, Jr. The church 
may rejoice also in the election of Ansley 
C. Moore as president of the Consolidated 
Presbyterian College at Laurinburg, N.C. 
Divergent Views 

As I have traveled through the church, 
I have been impressed anew by its vigor 
and health, and by the readiness of our 
people as a whole to move toward the 
goals which have been set by the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Different points of view, 
of course, persist, and will be evidenced 
no doubt in the debates before the Gen- 
eral Assembly, but we may expect these 
debates to be held in a Christian spirit, 


withowt rancor, and without hurt to the 
cause of Christ, rather to the clarification 
of issues and to the formation of a more 
positive and compelling program. 

There is indeed a small group distrust- 
ful of the total leadership of our church; 
its anonymous pamphlets have been wide- 
ly distributed among our membership and 
have disturbed individual laymen here 
and there, but its influence on the whole 
has been negligible, and can be disre- 
garded. 

In some parts of our church, however, 
serious tensions have developed. Theo- 
logical differences and divergent views 
concerning the nature and the mission of 
the church cause financial support to be 
withheld from the great benevolent enter- 
prises of the church and support to be 
directed to alien institutions. Suspicions 
are spread and pockets of bitterness are 
created which become festering wounds 
in the body of Christ. 

The most important question on which 
our people are divided is the race ques- 
tion. In some areas, unfortunately, the 
issue is not debatable. Feeling runs too 
high, and church and community assume 
that traditional patterns are not subject 
to change. And yet, even in these areas 
where sentiment seems most adamant, 
there are many who detect a stirring of 
the Christian conscience, a growing rec- 
ognition that change is inevitable, and 
that the church must play a part in di- 
recting this change, in reconciling races 
as well as individuals, rather than in 
striving merely to maintain the status 
quo. The church, I am convinced, through 
its ministers and through innumerable 
laymen, is doing far more to bring about 
a Christian solution of the problem that 
perplexes us than is generally recognized. 
The problem is one that cries for atten- 
tion, for the place of the Negro in our 
Christian and democratic civilization is 
one that affects not only the body politic, 
but in innumerable ways the life of the 
church; and neither church nor society 
will be able to function with maximum 
efficiency until the problem is resolved 
and the present tensions relaxed. 

But is the pulpit free to deal with this 
and other issues in our contemporary life? 
The answer is not clear. The situation 
varies in different areas and in different 
churches within the same area. There 
are those who seek to coerce the minister 
in his task of bringing God’s word to 
bear on the conscience of our generation. 
And there is reason to fear that some 
congregations (and presbyteries) will 
sacrifice, indeed, have sacrificed, a min- 
ister even though it jeopardizes the free- 
dom of the pulpit in order to preserve 
peace and harmony within the local 
church. This is a matter to which min- 
isters and elders alike need to give serious 
consideration. 

Assembly Business 

The interest of the present General 

Assembly will be centered mainly on the 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e Mark Twain, like Dick- 
ens, was much addicted to the lecture- 
platform. “It is very enjoyable work,” 
he once wrote, “only it takes three days 
to prepare an hour’s reading.” One’s 
first impulse is to say, What a pity he 
did not spend those three days writing! 
But second thoughts prompt the remark: 
What a pity some of us preachers grudge 





reports of the General Council, the five 
major boards and other agencies of the 
church. Out of their recommendations 
comes the forward-moving program of the 
church. Important also are the reports 
of the various permanent and ad interim 
committees. Included here is the Com- 
mittee on the Revision of the Book of 
Church Order which presents a second 
revision of the Form of Government and 
a revision of the Rules of Discipline to 
the General Assembly for its approval 
and submission to the presbyteries; the 
Committee on Christianity and Health, 
which offers another helpful study for all 
concerned with the problems of sickness 
and health; the Committee on Christian 
Relations, which reports by order of the 
last General Assembly on a question of 
vital significance to both church and na- 
tion; the Committee on Interchurch Re- 
lations, which gives too-brief glimpses of 
the vast cooperative effort carried on by 
the World Council and the National 
Council of Churches, and of which our 
church as a whole is woefully ignorant; 
and the Centennial Committee with its 
final recommendations for the celebration 
of our 100th anniversary, to be considered 
in connection with the careful plans 
which have been made by our Division 
of Evangelism for the Mission to the 
Nation, which shall occupy our attention 
during the first three months of the cen- 
tennial year. 

This year, which marks the 400th an- 
niversary of the organization of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Scotland, is a jubilee 
year for Presbyterians throughout the 
world. In view of this fact, the modera- 
tors of the General Assemblies of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., and of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, have 
invited a group of eminent theologians 
drawn from our two communions to pre- 
pare with them a Message to the Nation 
against the background of our Reformed 
Faith. This message which will be for- 
mally presented in due time to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, is now presented as a part 
of this report to this General Assembly 
and so to the nation. 

(NotE—This Message to the Nation 
will appear here next week.) 


MAY 2, 1960 


the time required to make a fully effec- 
tive presentation of our message! 


TUESDAY ¢@ This week’s most fasci- 
nating news items: That the people of 
Britain spend more money per annum on 
bird-seed than they do on missionary 
work, and that the U.S. Navy is shortly 
making operational “worship kits” for 
atomic submarines, one feature of which 
will be a reversible brass cross, with the 
figure of Christ on one side for Catholics, 
and without the figure for Protestants. 


WEDNESDAY e [| recently spent a de- 
lightful three-day vacation in Santa Fe. 
I was interested, on visiting San Miguel’s 
(‘the oldest church in the U.S.A.”’) ‘to 
find that they have very modern electrical 
equipment which makes the old-fashioned 
guide unnecessary. A fully descriptive 
tour of the church is relayed to visitors 
from the machine. I have noticed that 
the most theologically conservative groups 
often have the newest gadgets! 


THURSDAY e The forthcoming wed- 
ding of Princess Margaret to Mr. An- 
thony Armstrong-Jones naturally inter- 
ests a Britisher like me, but what makes 
the occasion more personally interesting 
is that Mr. Armstrong-Jones’ great grand- 
father was the poet-preacher, the Rev. 
Doctor Thomas Jones, at one time the 
minister of the chapel of my boyhood, of 
whom it is written, “Seldom have the 
churches of Wales possessed a more de- 
vout and saintly minister.” 


FRIDAY e@ J] have been dipping into a 
new anthology of the religious writings 
of Count Leo Tolstoy, and tasting the 
flavor of my youth. When I was an ado- 
lescent I thought his My Confession and 
What Is Religion? the last word in the- 
ological good sense, but now he appears 
to me to be a religious egoist and much 
more a moralizer than a religious man. 
Nowadays his great compatriot Dostoiev- 
sky seems to me to tower above him in 
religious stature, and this is partly be- 
cause Dostoievsky had a profounder sense 
of the reality of evil. 


SATURDAY e Strange that I should 
have mentioned Tolstoy yesterday, for 
tonight at the nominating committee of 
the church I attend, one of the elders 
opposed the nomination of a certain very 
pious gentleman on the ground that, as 
he put it, “He does not know the differ- 
ence between moralism and morality.” 


SUNDAY ¢ Twenty new members were 
admitted to church membership this 
morning, and I asked the minister what 
preparation had been made for this event. 
I asked because I find that in some of 
the churches nothing is done beyond the 
open invitation at the end of each service. 
Now, I hear, there is some talk of tight- 
ening up this method. Good, I thought, 
but alas the good thing is being done for 
the wrong reason—to obviate the entry 
of racially undesirable persons! 


Kennedy Hits “Fiasco” 
Of Air Force Manual 


WasHIncTOoN, D.C. (RNs)—Sen. John 
F. Kennedy (D.-Mass.), reaffirming his 
support of Church-State separation, de- 
clared here that no church should try 
to impose its views on public agencies, 
and that no public agency should single 
out for attack any church or church or- 
ganization. 

The Massachusetts Democrat was re- 
plying to a telegram sent him by Harold 
Glen Brown, president of the Oregon 
Council of Churches and minister of the 
First Christian Church in Portland. Mr. 
Brown asked for the senator’s views on 
implications of the controversial Air 
Force manual, now withdrawn, which im- 
pugned the loyalty of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches and prominent Protestant 
churchmen. 

“Under the First Amendment,” Sen. 
Kennedy asserted, “our government can- 
not—directly or indirectly, carelessly or 
intentionally—select any religious body 
for either favorable or unfavorable treat- 
ment.” 

Calling the Air Force manual ‘a fla- 
grant violation of the Constitutional prin- 
ciple of separating church and state,” he 
said it had been an “unwarranted slur 
on the Protestant ministry in general and 
the National Council of Churches in par- 
ticular.” 

“TI considered the manual’s charges— 
and the vacillation of Air Force officials 
on their repudiation—shocking and dis- 
tasteful,” he said. “Until this charge has 
been completely eliminated, every hate 
group in the country will claim some jus- 
tification for questioning the undivided 
allegiance of our Protestant pastors or 
National Council leaders.” 





Views of Churches 


Sen. Kennedy made it clear that the 
government should not be blind to the 
views of churches and synagogues. “On 
the contrary,” he said, “they are respon- 
sible organizations entitled to have their 
views responsibily considered along with 
the views of others.”” He went on: 


“The most unfortunate aspect of the 
Air Force manual fiasco is that_it plays 
into the hands of those who want to si- 
lence the views of the National Council— 
because they do not share those views. 
They are not Communistic views—the 
Council is as strongly opposed to Com- 
munism as any church group in the coun- 
try. But the council and its members do 
hold views—and are entitled to express 
those views—on the major social and eco- 
nomic issues confronting our nation. 

“Indeed, however controversial these 
issues may be, they involve ethical con- 
siderations—and I would expect many 
church leaders and organizations to feel 
they have an obligation to speak out on 
them. Whatever different opinions may be 
held by others, they should feel free to 
express them without attempting to si- 
lence a competing point of view; the Air 
Force had no business intervening on 
either side.” 
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EDITORIAL 


The Retiring Moderator 


As the current term of the moderator 
of the Presbyterian, U. S., General As- 
sembly draws to a close, it will be under- 
stood if this column pays more than the 
usual complimentary tribute to the man 
who has served the church during the 
year. The fact of Dr. Thompson’s close 
association with THE OvuTLooK will not 
deter our expression here of the gratitude 
which his many friends and countless 
fellow-churchmembers feel toward him 
for his unexcelled leadership. 





The moderator’s report appears else- 
where in this issue, giving a comprehen- 
sive survey of much of the church’s work 
and program. At the same time Dr. 
Thompson lifts up a variety of concerns 
and directs our attention toward them. 
From his intimate knowledge of church 
history and his deep personal involvement 
in the life and work of his own commu- 
nion across the years, he is in a position 
of unusual advantage to assess current 
trends and to point to possible deficien- 
cies. His report in this issue and his ser- 
mon next week will, therefore, be read 
with unaccustomed interest. 

Dr. Thompson has not spared himself 
during the year. Those who know some- 
thing of his personal life and his dis- 
ciplined purposes understand the intense 
way in which he has devoted his time 
and energies to the taxing demands of 
the past year. Except for January-March 
when he was released from seminary 
teaching duties he has carried the usual 
heavy load of responsibility plus travel, 
conference and added writing obliga- 
tions. He provided OvuTLooK readers 
with the weekly Bible study, as he has 
done for 36 years, and he has not delayed 
our printing schedule one time. In ad- 
dition, he brought to completion the im- 
portant study book for the Centennial 
Year, pointing the church to a considera- 
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tion of its future opportunities and re- 
sponsibilities. 

And he was attacked, along with the 
total leadership of the church, in an un- 
seemly and uncharitable manner, but, as 
on former occasions, his stature became 
greater as the critics made their charges. 

For what he has done through the long 
years of his devoted service to the church 
he loves and for his signal contribution 
to its more effective witness during this 
year, we can all be deeply grateful. 


Congress and the NCC 


Words spoken on the floor of Congress 
in support of the work of the National 
Council of Churches are somewhat re- 
freshing after the Air Force manual in- 
cident and some of the intemperate blasts 
of Congressman Walter and some of his 
colleagues. 

Rep. Edith Green (D.-Ore.) had some 
appropriate things to say: 

“Government is, by definition, a poor 
theologian. The floor of this House or 
any Congressional committee is as poor 
a place to settle theological questions as 
are the pages of an Air Force manual. 

“But we cannot expect, or can scarcely 
justify any other kind of liberty, if the 
churches are not left free to pursue the 
injunction placed upon them by God. The 
nature of that injunction is something 
which no outside institution, no govern- 
mental body, no group of ‘opinion makers’ 
has the authority to set. Only the church 
itself may decide what to say, and what 
its competence in temporal affairs is. 
Agencies of the state may not with the 


slightest propriety intervene in that ar 
gument,” 

Many Congressmen said many good 
things. From the list, let us stop with 
the comment of Representative Brademas 
(D.-Ind.): 

“Attacks on the Protestant clergy might 


themselves be a Communist tactic to 
spread confusion.” 


Ralph Lloyd Roy, who wrote Apostles 
of Discord several years ago, dealing with 
“hate groups” and their multifarious op- 
erations, says attackers of the NCC are 
actually “religious racketeers using glib 
falsehoods and half-truths much as the 
Communists have done.” These men, he 
insists, would like to discredit the Prot- 
estant leadership in “any way they 
could.” At other times, he goes on, “they 
have accused the National Council of 
being pro-Nazi or modernist or pro- 
Catholic.” 

Mr. Roy is preparing a book, scheduled 
for fall publication, called Communism 
and the Churches. 

His Apostles of Discord will prove 
to be a valuable reference work, if you 
do not have it already. There you will 
find significant information about a great 
many troublemakers. 

x oe x 
OUR TASK is to define and preserve in 
our modern terms that from the past 
which is permanent and true.—NATHAN- 
IEL MIcKLEM in The British Weekly. 





NOT AN ENDORSEMENT... 


A fascinating little behind-the-scenes 
drama ended this week with the an- 
nouncement that the YMCA, not West- 
minster Fellowship, will sponsor the long- 
postponed lunch-counter sit-down forum 
Tuesday evening in the Union ballroom. 

Why not Westminster Fellowship? The 
session of the college church, fearing that 
the planned WF program might be con- 
strued as an endorsement of the sit- 
downs, denied WF the use of the student 
lounge of the church. Despite the stu- 
dents’ assurance that the program was 
to be an inquiry, not an endorsement, the 
cautious session vetoed the meeting. 

Now Davidson’s staid Presbyterian 
Church is assured that no students will 
use its facilities to undermine The South- 
ern Way of Life. The church is free of 
subversive taint. 

Or is it? 

When last year a Catholic priest ap- 
peared before WF to discuss his faith, 
the meeting was held in the student 
lounge. Is this not to be construed as 
an endorsement of Romanism and its 
evils? Is this not enough to inspire dark 
fears of popery among Protestants? 

Later in the year a Unitarian minister 
spoke to WF—in the student lounge. Uni- 
tarians, it is well-known, have a tendency 


to free thought, and many of them sniff 
at The Doctrine of the Trinity. Was the 
WF program a subtle endorsement of 
such heresies? Why else would good 
Presbyterian boys sponsor such a meet- 
ing? 

We suggest that Westminster Fellow- 
ship in producing such programs is not 
promoting heresy, but seeking knowledge. 
And perhaps the appearance of Johnson 
C. Smith students at a WF meeting is 
not so much an effort to Mongrelize the 
White Race as to give all students an 
opportunity to hear varied opinions on 
one of the hottest issues of the day. 

We deplore the action of the session. 

It smacks of fear. 


It indicates a regrettable tendency of 
the church to stay on the safest side of 
all controversy—something its Founder 
never did. 

It suggests that the church—even in 
the academic community—is uncomfort- 
able with the free search for knowledge. 

Worst of all, the session’s action reveals 
that the church is guarding its Public 
Image—and this is a form of idolatry all- 
too-prevalent here at Davidson.—Editor- 
ial in The Davidsonian (see news story, 
page 4). 
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Eyes of the Soul—first in a series of five 


MYOPIA 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“If your eye is sound, your whole body 
will be full of light.”—Mathew 6:22. 


HERE ARE FOUR basic structural 
defects of the eye. They are: Myo- 
pia, Presbyopia, Astigmatism and Stra- 
bismus. More than this, of course, can 
happen to the eyes in the way of disease, 
such as cataract or iritis or glaucoma; but 
the four defects mentioned first are the 
basic defects of the eye-structure itself. 
Myopia is the technical name for near- 
sightedness. All children are naturally 
myopic, as you can see by watching a 
child reading, holding the page close to 
his face. There is nothing wrong with a 
near-sighted child any more than with 
a toothless baby. It’s just the way they 
are at that age. But if a child grows to 
be ten or twelve and has still the same 
myopia it’s a sign that glasses are needed, 
for myopia is easily remedied. It is 
caused by the crystalline lens, which 
focuses the light-rays that enter the eye 
and throws the image, like a slide in a 
photograph projector, on to the screen 
of the retina at the back of the eye. In 
myopic people the lens has such a strong 
curve that it focuses the image of distant 
objects to a point in front of the retina, 
not on it. Only nearby objects can be 
focused where they should be, on the 
retina. This curvature of the lens can be 
corrected by a glass lens ground so as 
to compensate for the over-curve of the 
natural lens. (Contact lenses and the con- 
ventional kind work on the same prin- 
ciple.) 


OW OF COURSE this is not a dis- 

quisition on eye troubles—not on the 
eyes of the flesh. There is such a thing 
as eyes of the soul, the eyes of faith. 
There is spiritual vision, mental vision, 
as well as physical vision. And just as 
people who are not by any means blind 
may have less than perfect vision, because 
of eve defects, so there are people, even 
Christians, whose spiritual eyesight is 
poor. 

The spiritually myopic are like the 
physically myopic, they are carrying into 
adult life a defect that was natural when 
they were small, a defect which they 
should by now have outgrown. For chil- 
dren, little children, are spiritually my- 
opic as well as physically so. They do 
not have horizons beyond their home, they 
cannot play with other children as they 
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will when they are older. Each baby is 
the center of a little universe. He doesn’t 
have to think that the world revolves 
around him. But as he grows into “man- 
hood” years, if this nearsightedness still 
afflicts him, he never does see anything 
but himself. 

There are degrees of myopia, of course. 
Some nearsighted people can’t see across 
a street, some can. So it is with spiritual 
eye-sight. Some people can see only them- 
selves; some can see only their families. 
They are collectively selfish, they cannot 
“see” the Community Chest or missions. 
They think money spent by the United 
States to help weaker countries is just 
money wasted. 

Sometimes the victim of myopia can 
see as far as his own race but no farther. 
In a General Assembly not many years 
ago a commissioner was starting to tell 
the brethren what “Everybody” down our 
way thinks, when another commissioner 
properly heckled him. “You mean,” he 
interrupted, “every white man down your 
way.” It was a safe bet that no Negro 
would have thought the thoughts that the 
white “everybody” did. 


HE VISION of the spiritually near- 

sighted scans Time as lamely as it 
does Space. They are blind to Yesterday 
and Tomorrow, they can see only Today. 
Your mental myopic, if a college student, 
never elects a course in history. “History 
is what happened before I was born, and 
that’s all a bucket of ashes.” The same 


sufferer from myopia, when in some re- 
sponsible position, disregards the lessons 
of the past. He can’t even see them. His 
decisions are never long-range. He does 
not bother to think what the consequences 
of his actions, or those he advocates, are 
likely to be. So he goes right on selling 
liquor or recklessly strip-mining, intent 
on today’s profits, heedless of tomorrow’s 
ruin. When he was a child, if you had 
offered him his choice between a nickel 
today and a dime next Saturday, he would 
have chosen the nickel. When he is a 
man he is still making those nickel deci- 
sions; Saturday seems a long way off. 

I used a wrong word just now—“suf- 
ferer” from myopia. The fact is, myopia 
doesn’t hurt a bit. The person who has 
it just gets along for years, and some 
such persons never buy a pair of glasses 
in their life. But all the same, a myopic 
is a sufferer in one real sense: he does 
not see the world he lives in. For the 
world is a wide one and it takes wide- 
visioned people to see it. Furthermore, 
even what the myopic man thinks he sees 
so clearly, he does not truly see. Nothing 
in this world exists by itself or is valuable 
apart from its relation to other things or 
persons at different distances. In other 
words, everything has to be seen in per- 
spective to be seen as it is. To see objects 
without any background, to see them iso- 
lated in the midst of a blur, is not to see 
them as they are. The spiritually myopic 
is often the most dogmatic of men. He 
is certain of his ground, because he sees 
what he does see, so clearly. 

The tragedy is that where the man of 
myopic eye sees a thing most close and 
clear, he sees it false. 


NEXT—Presbyopia. 
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South African Church 
Is “Virtually Silenced” 


LONDON (RNS) — Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, top- 
ranking prelate of the Anglican commu- 
nion, urged Christian people “in their 
prayers for South Africa” to keep espe- 
cially in mind that the church there has 
been virtually silenced. 

In a statement here, Dr. Fisher said 
that “under the present emergency regu- 
lations, almost any adverse comment on 
the state of affairs may be treated as an 
offense, and even if it is known that a 
minister or member of his congregation 
has been removed to detention, no one 
may mention his name.” 

“Thus,” he commented, “the church 
suffers with and for the Africans in their 
travail in enforced silence.” 

Dr. Fisher explained that he had is- 
sued his statement “in the light of a 
message I have received” from Joost de 
Blank, Archbishop of Capetown. 

The Capetown prelate, he said, spoke 
of “the determination of his church peo- 
ple to stand by their faith and especially 
of the steadfastness of African clergy- 
men and congregations in locations and 
townships which have suffered violence.” 


“Praising God for their witness,” Dr. 
Fisher said, “we must pray that they may 
be strengthened to resist the evil of apar- 
theid and to overcome it in themselves 
and others by the power of the love of 


God... 


“The Church of England through its 
leaders and in unison with the Church of 
South Africa has constantly for many 
years past denounced the policy of apar- 
theid and warned its upholders that it 
must lead to untold suffering and disaster, 

“What is needed of us now is sympa- 
thetic Christian prayer for the Africans 
in their bewilderment and long suffering, 
for those, both Afrikaaner and British who 
understand God’s will and work for deliy- 
erance from the evil, for the churches as 
they strive to do their divine work of 
enduring healing and reconciling, and 
most of all, perhaps, for the believers in 
apartheid in the nation and in the Dutch 
Reformed Church who have the hardest 
task of all—to be humble, to repent, to 
make a change of heart, to build new hope 
for themselves and for the Africans on 
the ashes of the dreadful past.” 


Dr. Fisher said the Archbishop of 
Capetown “asks us to pray especially that 
the government will begin to consult with 
leaders of all races who believe in recon- 
ciliation, including such outstanding 
African Christian leaders as Chief Lu- 
thuli and Dr. Z. K. Matthews.” 

“Such consultation, made in a contrite 
spirit,” Dr. Fisher concluded, “might, by 
God’s grace, be the beginning of a new 
South Africa.” 


Wilhelmina Urges Christian 
Basis for Racial Equality 

THe Hacue, Netherlands (rRNs)— 
Princess Wilhelmina, 79-year-old former 
Queen of the Netherlands, has appealed 
to “the conscience of the world” to fight 
discrimination by applying Christian 
principles in everyday life. 
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God and to rebuke all who practice racial 
discrimination. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is 
preparing for a multi-million dollar cam- 
paign as the first phase of a long-term 
expansion program resulting from the 
recent consolidation of Pittsburgh-Xenia 
and Western Theological Seminaries. 
The campaign will be conducted within 
the area within two hundred miles of 
Pittsburgh where one-seventh of the 
United Presbyterian congregations and 
one-fifth of its total membership are lo- 
cated. This includes 1,500 churches 
with 550,000 members in western Penn- 
sylvania, eastern Ohio and West Vir- 
ginia. George D. Lockhart, Pittsburgh 
attorney, is general chairman of the cam- 
paign, and T. J. Gillespie, Jr., president 
of Lockhart Iron & Steel Co., is vice- 
chairman. Long-term needs of the sem- 
inary by 1975 are set at $13,500,000, 
with current needs estimated at approxi- 
mately $6,000,000, with about $1,000,- 
000 now available. 





Duke University Divinity students 
adopted a resolution 91-15 commending 
“the intent and purpose” of Negro stu- 
dents’ non-violent movement against seg- 
regation and pledging support of Dur- 
ham, N. C., merchants who integrate their 
lunch counters. 


*x* * x 


In the Centre College (Ky.) Honors 
Seminar series, President Benjamin E. 
Mays of Morehouse College (Ga.) de- 
clared that “in essence the sit-down pro- 
tests represent a determination on the 
part of Negro students in the South to 
become Negro Americans rather than 
American Negroes.” He said, “It be- 
comes of great significance when the Ne- 
gro cannot sit down at lunch counters and 
other such places when every other racial 
group in America can do so.” He con- 
tinued, “Every righteous protest, if done 
in the right spirit without hatred and 
with dignity, has good results in the end 
and is right in the eyes of God.” The 
protests, he said, mean that students are 
“fed-up with the claims of many South- 
erners that Negroes love to be segregated, 
that they enjoy this, that they would rath- 
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er be by themselves, and that when yoy 
find Negroes protesting it is instigated by 
Northerners or Communists. .. . Why 
should we need Communists from Mos- 
cow to come over here and tell us to pro- 
test something that is morally wrong and 
unjust?” 


Baptist College Faculty 
Called Equally Divided 


WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (RNS)—Fac- 
ulty members of Wake Forest College 
here, operated under the North Carolina 
Baptist State Convention, are about even- 
ly divided on admitting qualified Negro 
students. 

The question of accepting students 
“without regard to race” was referred to 
a faculty committee after a 90-minute 
debate. Any stand on the matter would 
merely show the sentiment of the faculty 
and would have no effect on admission 
policies which are determined by the col- 
lege trustees, it was explained. 

Wake Forest students recently voted 
742 to 604 against the admission of Ne- 
groes, ignoring the position taken by the 
Student Legislative Council for integra- 
tion at the college. 

Earlier, C. B. Deane, Convention pres- 
ident and former U.S. Congressman, told 
250 ministers attending a denominational 
institute at Fruitland, N.C., that “the 
hour has arrived” when the state Baptist 
body, and college trustees “cannot wait 
any longer in taking favorable action 
looking toward admission of qualified 
Negro students into our institutions.” 
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THE CHRISTIAN IN SOCIETY 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Matthew 5:10-16; 13:31-35 
Sunday School Lesson for May 15, 1960 


We ordinarily think of the Beatitudes 
as setting forth standards of individual 
excellence, and so they do; but they also 
have a reference to man in society. That 
is particularly true of the last Beatitude. 


The Persecuted, 5:10-11 


Men are not likely to be persecuted 
because they are personally righteous. 
But men who oppose unrighteousness in 
the civic and political area, in social or 
economic affairs, men who strive for jus- 
tice or righteousness in any instance 
where the existing power structure is 
threatened, or the income of any indi- 
vidual or group is diminished thereby, or 
the privileges of an elite class are affected 
—such men may expect opposition; in- 
deed, not opposition only, but also active 
persecution. So it will be with those who, 
for Christ’s sake, speak or act against 
any entrenched wrong. 

Jesus does not mean to say that it is 
better to be persecuted than to be free 
from persecution. The point is that liv- 
ing in a world where righteousness, es- 
pecially the righteousness of Christ, must 
make its way against opposition, “The 
one who will endure hardship rather than 
weakly abandon his convictions is hap- 
pier than the one who will yield his con- 
victions rather than suffer.”” No one can 
be truly happy, Jesus indicates, unless 
he has the courage of his convictions, 
unless there are some things for which, 
if need be, he is willing to suffer. The 
man who is willing to abandon his con- 
victions because it is expedient or popular 
to do so has introduced into his mental 
and spiritual life a source of discord that 
is bound, sooner or later, to destroy the 
very happiness that it seemed for a mo- 
ment to promote. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake,” says Jesus, “for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Those 
who strive to extend God’s reign among 
men, which involves righteousness in 
every area of life, will find the way open 
to those blessings which God alone can 
give, blessings which are experienced in 
this life and beyond. 

“Blessed are you when men revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account,” 
Jesus continues. “Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven.” The 
fact that our reward is in heaven does 
hot mean that it is confined to heaven. 
As Jesus later declared, there is no one 
who makes any sacrifices for him “who 
will not receive a hundredfold [that which 
is worth a hundred times as much] now 
in this time . . . and in the age to come 
eternal life.” The reward is not confined 
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to heaven, but it is reserved and com- 
pleted in heaven. 

Some are surprised that Jesus speaks 
in terms of reward. But, as Dr. Buttrick 
remarks, again in The Interpreter’s 
Bible: 

“Some reward there must be, or life 
is robbed of meaning. We would hardly 
ask that the return for Christian living 
should be misery and wickedness, or that 
a different life should have no different 
result. Our protest is really against a 
doctrine of earthly, selfish, and godless 
rewards.” 

This Beatitude tells us that Christ’s 
teachings are written into the constitu- 
tion of the universe, and that one who 
lives in accordance with these laws shall 
in the end find himself at home with God. 
That is true not only of the final Beati- 
tude, but of them all. 


Christians in Society 

Jesus said to his disciples, “You are 
the salt of the earth. . . . You are the 
light of the world.” The reference is 
not to their opinions and not to their 
beliefs, but to themselves. You, not the 
political and economic and religious lead- 
ers of the nation, but you—fathers and 
mothers, men and women in every walk 
of life, prominent personages, and ob- 
scure and humble folk who have found 
your way into the kingdom of God—you 
are the salt of the earth, you are the light 
of the world. 

“You are the salt of the earth. ... 
You are the light of the world.” Jesus 
did not say that he was interested only 
in individual souls—that he had no con- 
cern, and therefore that his church has 
no direct responsibility, for the social 
order. This opinion does not square with 
Jesus’ words here or elsewhere. Jesus was 
concerned with the individual, as we also 
must be; he was primarily concerned 
with the individual, as we must neces- 
sarily be; but he also taught that changed 
individuals must set out to change the 
earth and the world. 


The Salt of the Earth 


Salt has two functions, to season and 
to preserve. Its first function is to sea- 
son. Salt gives food taste and saves it 
from being flat and insipid. As a child 
once explained, “Salt is what makes food 
taste bad when you don’t put it in.” The 
function of the Christian as citizen is to 
season life so that men everywhere will 
find it purer, lovelier, more enjoyable, 
cleaner, because of the saving salt of his 
character. The Christian virtues make 
life worth living. 

Some think that Christianity, especial- 
ly the Puritan conception that was domi- 


nant for so long, tends to kill joy. Some 
Christians have on occasion made the 
mistake of opposing simple joys that were 
perfectly innocent in themselves. On the 
other hand there are some sensual pleas- 
ures, some social amusements, some allur- 
ing vices that finally destroy happiness 
and are inconsistent with true Christian 
living. But the religion of Jesus does not 
make life insipid; it makes it pleasant, 
rich, and satisfying, not for some men 
only, but for all men everywhere. Life 
without the Christian virtues, as we have 
come to see more clearly in recent years, 
becomes a life that is not worth living, 
that is intolerably cruel, and that will in 
the end destroy civilization itself. As fol- 
lowers of Christ it is our duty to make 
life wholesome and zestful, not only for 
our own children, but also for children 
in the slums; not only for white children, 
but also for Negro children; not only for 
American children, but also for children 
across the sea. ‘You are the salt of the 
earth,” Jesus said. 

Salt not only seasons, it also preserves. 
It destroys germs and prevents decay. 
This function of salt was more in evi- 
dence in Jesus’ day, when there was no 
artificial ice or electric refrigeration, than 
it is in our own. 

Agents of decay are working today to 
destroy the character of individuals; to 
undermine the foundations of our family 
life, our economic life, our political life; 
and to spoil international understanding. 
We have seen the corruption which these 
germs have produced in other lands. Un- 
less checked, they will bring civilization 
once more to the verge of collapse. Chris- 
tians and the Christian virtues alone can 
preserve our society from decay. Political 
and economic remedies are important, but 
they are not enough. The germs which 
destroy the health of humanity must be 
destroyed; society must be made whole- 
some and healthy for all. 

But there is danger that the salt will 
lose its savor. Chemically this is not pos- 
sible, but practically it often happened 
in Palestine when the salt was mixed 
with dirt and became therefore quite 
worthless. So some Christians do not 
affect their environment, but rather are 
affected by their environment; they do 
not transform the world, but rather are 
conformed to the world. 

Salt that had become corrupt was good 
neither for the land nor for the dung- 
hill; it could neither fertilize nor purify; 
and as a troublesome, useless thing it 
would be cast into the roadway where it 
could not do much harm, there to be 
trodden under foot of men. This was the 
doom which Jesus warned would befall 
his followers who failed to fulfill their 
function in the world. It has happened 
over and over again as Jesus predicted. 
Many in our own day have turned against 
the church, not because it was wholesome 
salt, but because in their estimation it 
had become a narcotic; not because it 
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destroyed the agents of decay, but because 
it taught men to accept injustice in the 
world and to live in hope only of the 
world to come—‘pie in the sky by and 
by.” For some, we are forced to admit, 
religion has become an opiate; but those 
who faithfully follow Christ’s way of 
life are the salt of the earth—and 


The Light of the World 

The world, Jesus intimates, apart from 
God is enveloped in darkness. Certainly 
that is true in our own day. We did not 
recognize it so clearly a generation ago, 
when men were obsessed with the idea of 
inevitable progress through scientific dis- 
covery and man’s inherent goodness; but 
we recognize it now, after two world wars 
have revealed the evil that lurks in the 
hearts of mankind and when the explo- 
sion of a few hydrogen bombs can reduce 
our civilization to a wasteland. Some- 
how modern man has missed the way; 
and science, education, industry, military 
strength, even world organization, do not 
guarantee that he shall find it. “You 
are the light of the world,” Jesus told 
his followers. 

What a lamp is to a home, to the one- 
roomed cottage of the Oriental peasant, 
that the Christian must be to the world. 
He, and he alone, has that truth about God 
and man which can dispel the darkness 
of the world’s ignorance and sin, and can 
light the way that leads to peace and se- 
curity for all mankind. 

“A city set on a hill cannot be hid, 
nor do men light a lamp and put it under 
a bushel” (Matthew 5:14-15). So the 
Christian’s life cannot be concealed, 
whether he fails or whether he succeeds, 
whether he be little or whether he be 
great. A Christian who falls into sin 
attracts more attention than a non-Chris- 
tian who sins in the same way; a follower 
of Christ who shuts his heart against 
human need arouses hatred against the 
cause of Christ. Dr. Merrill reminds us 
that “Christianity has spread through the 
shining lights, Brooks, Drummond, 
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Moody, Wesley, Luther, Wyclif, Saint 
Francis, and a host of others, who shine 
like great beacons that cannot be hid. 
But it has spread at least as much, prob- 
ably far more, through the simple candle- 
light in innumerable homes. Not every 
Christian can build a city on a hill; but 
every Christian can light a candle,”* that 
in his corner of the earth, at least, the 
darkness shall not prevail. 

How can a Christian carry out his re- 
sponsibility in public life? In Jesus’ 
estimation that is done not only or even 
primarily by the words which he speaks 
(though Jesus does not underestimate the 
power of words) but rather by the life 
which he lives. ‘Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven’”’ (Matthew 5:16). As Elton 
Trueblood puts it, “Christianity lives or 
dies not by what goes on in the churches, 
but by what goes on outside of them.” 
We reveal God most clearly in the world, 
we spread the light most effectively, we 
fulfill our responsibility as Christians 
most adequately, when we live lives that 
reflect the spirit of Christ and that lead 
men to glorify the God and Father of us 
all. 


Our Christian Hope 

We have looked at important passages 
which deal with the Christian’s responsi- 
bility in society. The question naturally 
arises, What can we hope to accomplish ? 
Can we develop a civilization in which 
there is no selfishness or sin, no crime 
or injustice, no poverty, disease, or war? 

Jesus gave us his picture of the future 
in a series of parables recorded for us 
in Matthew 13. His opening message 
had been, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
God is at hand,” and his disciples were 
on tiptoe with expectation. The kingdom 
in all its glory might come, they thought, 
at any moment. Now they were disturbed. 
Opposition on the part of the civil and 
ecclesiastical rulers was increasing, and 
the kingdom of God, his reign among 
men, seemed far away. In a series of 
parables Jesus revealed to them the secret 
of the kingdom. It would not come all 
at once, he indicated, through some mili- 
tary victory, as the Zealots thought, or 
through some divine catastrophe, as the 
Pharisees believed, but gradually, through 
the sowing of the seed—the gospel—in the 
hearts of men. In some lives the seed 
would bear little or no fruit; but in oth- 
ers, thirty, sixty, and even a hundred 
fold. (Matthew 13:18-23.) The king- 
dom, Jesus indicated, is small now and 
its influence is barely discernible, but 
it will grow, first the blade, then the ear, 
and then the full grain in the ear (Mark 
4:26-29), from small beginnings to a 
mighty end, even as the tiny mustard 
seed becomes a sizeable tree, and its in- 





*William Pierson Merrill, The Way, p. 
41. By permission of The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 


fluence will spread through the earth as 
leaven spreads its influence through the 
dough (Matthew 13:31-33). But mean- 
while, seed which will bear evil fruit is 
being sown in the hearts of men, and the 
good and evil will grow together, in- 
separably intertwined in every individual 
and in every human institution (home, 
school, church, state, business, the arts, 
the professions); they will remain inter- 
twined until the harvest comes, the con- 
summation of the kingdom, when good 
and evil will be finally separated, and 
God’s reign will at last be perfectly real- 
ized on earth as it is in heaven. (Mat- 
thew 13:24-30; 47-50.) 

These parables remind us that we shall 
not have our perfect society in history. 
Not until the end of the age will evil 
finally be banished from the individual 
heart or from the life of society. 

We should not be surprised or dis- 
heartened at this. Selfishness and sin are 
never completely eliminated fom the life 
of any individual, even the saintliest, and 
imperfect individuals can never create a 
perfect society. But individuals can grow 
in godliness and approach ever more 
closely the perfection which forever eludes 
them, and so likewise can human society. 
Specific evils can be restrained or com- 
pletely overcome. War can be banished, 
and so can most of our poverty and much 
of our disease. But selfishness remains 
and will find ever-new manifestations in 
life, and so the struggle remains an un- 
ending one. 

It does not cut the root of effort to 
realize that this is so; it saves us on the 
other hand from disillusionment, from 
that false optimism which leads in the 
end to cynicism and despair, from the 
dangerous identification of any human 
achievement, or institution, or panacea 
with the kingdom of God. It leads us to 
recognize that there is evil in every hu- 
man institution and in every government, 
including our own, just as there is in 
every human heart, including our own; 
and that we must continually strive 
against selfishness and sin in every so- 
ciety, our own as well as others, just as 
we need to strive continually against the 
pride and selfishness and sin in our own 
natures. 

We shall not construct a perfect civili- 
zation through our own efforts in this 
present age, but we have Christ’s prom- 
ise that God will in the end give us the 
kingdom, that the time will come when 
the right will finally triumph over the 
wrong, and Christ will return to reign 
over the lives of men; then, as Paul says, 
the kingdoms of this earth will become 
the kingdom of our Lord and Savior; 
then, as the Seer foresees, God himself 
will be with men: “He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain any more, 
for the former things have passed away” 
(Revelation 21 :3-4). 
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BOOK NOTES 


RELIGION AND NURSING. By Samuel 
Southard. Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. 
209 pp., $4.75. 

This book was carefully designed as a 
textbook for student nurses, but it is also 
the kind of book which any registered 
nurse, nurse technician or practical nurse 
would also read with profit. It seeks to 
help the student nurse understand the 
various types of religious upbringing and 
beliefs which her patients have experi- 
enced, and presents them in such a clear, 
readable manner that other hospital per- 
sonnel would also profit from these chap- 
ters. 

The strength of the book is the wealth 
of illustrative material which seems to 
have come directly from the sickroom. 
The book does not attempt to solve every 
problem which the nurse confronts, but 
gives the kind of helpful clinical dis- 
cussion which helps nurses to ask ques- 
tions of themselves. 

It also presents several chapters deal- 
ing with some of the major problems 
which patients face in the hospital and 
how the nurse can be of assistance to the 
patient with his individual struggles to 
find meaning for his troubles and sick- 
ness. 

As more and more nurses are taught 
from a textbook of this kind, it will be 
even more imperative for ministers to 
have a knowledge of the information in 
this book, especially if they have not been 
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A nation is her parish, 


a car her home! 
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By LEILA ANDERSON 
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HARRIET HARMON DEXTER 


The inspiring story of a woman mis- 
sionary whose parish spreads across 
rural America. In a fabulously equipped 
station-wagon—emblazoned PILGRIM 
CIRCUIT RIDER—which is a home, 
schoolroom, and office in one, Miss 
Anderson brings books, services, Sun- 
day school programs, and hope to small 
churches. Her country wisdom, plain 
talk, and understanding heart have 
turned many a struggling church into 
a vital congregation. “Filled with in- 
fectious zest and enthusiasm. . . . Here 
is a book to enjoy, to read with wonder 
that one person could accomplish so 
much.”—MArGARET WpseErR, Missions 


Today. Illustrated $4.00 
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able to have an experience of supervised 
clinical pastoral education or training in 
the hospital setting. 

The book is commended to anyone who 
has anything to do with nursing, and the 
author is to be praised for a volume which 
may well prove to be a classic in its field. 

JoHN R. THoMas. 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary. 


BIBLE STORIES RETOLD FOR ADULTS. 
By Dorothy M. Slusser. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 128 pp., $3. 

In an age when the air is filled with 
so much confused babbling about making 
the message of the Bible relevant to the 
life of today’s man, this work comes like 
a breath of fresh air. What is remarkable 
is that Mrs. Slusser did not choose the 
Gospels or the letters of Paul from which 
to present the gospel message, but the 
book of Genesis. In language that is 


neither theological nor vulgar, these 


istinguished 
books from 
THE 


ESTMINSTER 


PRESS 








“stories” are told to today’s thinking men 
and women in quite comprehensible word 
pictures which present a sort of people’s 
anthropology woven through the gospel. 

Mrs. Slusser’s purpose, which she has 
accomplished rather well, appears to be 
that of resolving the enigma that faces 
man in our scientifically oriented culture 
when he seriously tries to comprehend the 
book of Genesis. It is regrettable that so 
striking a work has been published under 
such a gray title, but after reading the 
book, the title takes on more significance. 
Though a little unorthodox theologically, 
this book makes sense. 

J. Pau Boaz. 

Wilton Junction, lowa 
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Confronting Christ. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3. 


Children in the Church 

By Iris V. Cutty. In an entirely new 
and up-to-date approach to Christian 
education for the young, Mrs. Cully 
employs the latest developments in psy- 
chology and pedagogy, making this 
book invaluable for parents and teach- 
ers alike. $3.75 


Train Up a Child eDucaTionat 
IDEALS IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 

By WILLIAM Barc ay. Dr. Barclay dis- 
cusses the ideals of elementary educa- 
tion among the ancient Jews and in 
Sparta, Athens and Rome, and com- 
pares and contrasts them with the 
cultural attitudes and educational 
methods of the early Christians. $4.50 


Ground Plan of the Bible 
By Otto WEsEeER. Here is the first Eng- 
lish version of the famous handbook 
of the Bible. Written simply and 
clearly, it combines a rapid survey of 
Biblical history with a review of Bibli- 
cal literature and theology, providing a 
truly unique guide to the Scriptures. 
$3.95. 
Mystical Writings of 
Rulman Merswin 
Edited by THomas S. Kepter. This 
volume contains two extraordinary 
books by the 14th-century mystic: The 
Four Beginning Years and The Book 
of the Nine Rocks. Literary master- 
pieces, as well as outstanding examples 
of apocalyptic mysticism, they have 
never appeared in English before. $2.95 


Now at your bookstore 
THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia 7 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 


Presbyterian, U. S. 

Alvis M. Daniel, Wildwood, C., will 
become pastor of the sett +d Parish, 
Louisa, Va., June 8. 

Robert G. McGehee, Mansfield, La., is 
to become assistant minister of the High- 
land Park church, Dallas, Texas. 

William J. Fogleman, regional director 
of Christian education for the Synod of 
Arkansas, has been named professor of 
religious education in Austin Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary. 

Vernon A. Anderson from Bristol, 
Tenn., to the First church, Harwood St. 
at Wood, Dallas, Texas. 

Richard F. Perkins from 

a., to 3037 Scarborough Dr., 
Va. 

James O. Speed, Jr., from Alexander 
City, Ala., to Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 

George B. Telford from Auburn, Ala., 
to 716 Forest Circle, S. Charleston, W. 
Va., June 1. 

Harry V. McColloch, retiring after a 
16-year pastorate in the Second church, 
St. Joseph, Mo., will make his home at 
321 W. 11th St., Horton, Kans. 

Harry E. Flowers from Gloucester, Va., 
to the Third Woodland church, Louisville, 
Ky. 

Charles C. Harvey, formerly of Mc- 
Minnville, Tenn. (UPUSA), has become 
pastor of the First church, Trenton, Tenn. 

Daniel D. Dickenson, Jr., from Lexing- 
ton, Va., to Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn., 
May 16. 


United Presbyterian, USA 

Melvin DeVries from Bismarck, N. 
Dakota, to 3905 S. 250th St., Kent, Wash. 

George N. McCracken, Murraysville, 
Pa., will become pastor of the West- 
minster church, Champaign, III. 

A. Dale Rose, Mt. Pleasant, Pa., 
become associate pastor of the 
church, Massillon, Ohio. 

Glen E. Morrow, executive of Rochester 
Presbytery for the past ten years, has 
announced his intention to resign effec- 
tive Aug. 1 to enter National Missions 
service. 

Clinton E. Kinney, Rochester, N. Y., is 
to become minister of the Medina, N. Y., 
church June 1. 

James Hill Lappen from Cape May, 
N. J., to the First church, Milford, Del. 

Richard A. DeMott from Southold, N. 
Y., to the Lower Brandywine church, 
Wilmington, Del. 

William R. Dupree from 
Pa., to 371 Devonshire Rd., 
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A. R. PRESBYTERIAN 
E. N. Orr from Mooresville, N. C., to 
501 E. Park Ave., Charlotte, N. C. 


DEATHS 


Toyohiko Kagawa, 71, considered the 
leading Christian in Japan, died April 23 
at his home in Tokyo. With many physi- 
cal infirmities all his life, he had been 
confined to his home since last year. 
(Details, next issue.) 

Kate A. Hill, missionary in the frontier 
areas of the Punjab, India, for many 
years, and one-time superintendent of the 
100-bed hospital for women and children 
in Sialcot City, India, died April 9. She 
was employed for some years in America 
by the Women’s Board. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

The James N. Montgomerys of Taiwan 
are at 216 Michigan Ave., Decatur, Ga. 
(effective May 9). 

CAMEROUN: Mrs. Ronald B. Brook, 30 
Hawthorne Ave., Trenton 8, N. J.; the 
Leonard H. Chattersons, 47 Claremont 
Ave., N.Y.C. 27; the C. A. Chazeauds, 
McAfee Cottage, Hanover College cam- 
pus, Hanover, Ind. 

Ecyrer: The Judson W. Allens, 801 S. 
Duluth Ave., Sioux Falls, S. D. 

EruropraA: The William Donald Mc- 
Clures, 239 N. Walnut St., Blairsville, Pa. 

GUATEMALA: Eleanore F. Rodisch, 7820 
Loretta Ave., Philadephia 11. 

Nortiu SupAN: The Harold T. Walkers, 
Rt. 1, Pawnee City, Nebr. 

THAILAND: Jean Bellergeau, 
Ave., Haddon Heights, N. J. 


CAMPUS CHRISTIAN LIFE 

Robert Bluford, Jr., Gaffney, S. C., pas- 
tor, will become director of Campus 
Christian Life for the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Board of Christian Education, He suc- 
ceeds Malcolm C. Mclver, now dean of the 
Presbyterian School of Christian Educa- 
tion. Dr. Bluford is expected to assume 
his new duties June 1. 

Arlen L. Fowler, formerly of Guthrie, 
Okla., is now Presbyterian university 
pastor at Texas A&M College, College 
Station, Texas. 

George B. Telford, Jr., has resigned as 
Presbyterian university pastor at Auburn, 
Ala., in order to take up graduate studies. 

Brandon McDaniel, Campus Christian 
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FLORIDA PRESBYTERIAN 
COLLEGE 
Coeducational, liberal arts col- 
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Life intern at the University of Alabama 
this year, will be Campus Christian Life 
director at Eastern Carolina College, 
Greenville, N. C., succeeding Sheldon F, 
Koesy. 

Clifford A. McKay, Jr., who has been 
serving an intern year at the University 
of Mississippi, will become Presbyterian 
University pastor there June 1. 


CAMEROUN HONOR 

Leonard H. Chatterson has been award- 
ed the Mérite Camerounias, First Class, 
marking 32 years of service in Cameroun, 
A United Presbyterian fraternal worker, 
Mr. Chatterson was honored just before 
he left the newly-independent country on 
furlough. For 23 years he was manager 
of the Halsey Memorial Press, which pro- 
vides Christian literature in four lan- 
guages for the Presbyterian Church of 
Cameroun. For ten years he was also 
mission treasurer, and since the church 
became independent in 1957, he has been 
field treasurer in Cameroun for the Com- 
mission on Ecumenical Mission and Re- 
lations, UPUSA. 
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